
Statewide Assessments: What Families Need to Know about 
Using MCA and MTAS Results

Each spring, Minnesota students take the following assessments to meet federal and state requirements: 
• MCA (Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment)
• MTAS (Minnesota Test of Academic Skills)

Most students take the MCA, but students who receive special education services and meet eligibility 
requirements may take the MTAS instead. 

Ensuring every student receives access to rigorous content and instruction is a priority in Minnesota’s 
commitment to provide a high-quality education for every child.

You will receive an Individual Student Report (ISR) containing individual MCA or MTAS results from your 
student’s school/district.

The results represent a snapshot of student learning in math, reading, and/or science, based on what all
students are expected to learn in school by the end of a grade.

• Minnesota’s K-12 Academic Standards define the knowledge and skills all
students are expected to learn in each content area. School districts are required
to put standards in place so all students have access to high-quality content and
instruction.

• If your student has a performance level of Meets or Exceeds the Standards,
they are demonstrating the knowledge, skills and abilities expected for their
grade level, as described in the academic standards.

The results are one measure of student learning. You can use the results to help identify
where your student is doing well and where they might need more support. Additional measures 
should be used for a more complete picture.

• The performance level (Does Not Meet, Meets, Partially Meets, or Exceeds) can indicate
progress in a subject over time, but MCA/MTAS scores cannot be compared across years as
the scales are not comparable.

• Schools can use results to guide decisions about supporting groups of students and to
improve instructional materials, but not as the only factor for individual student decisions
like promotion to the next grade and advanced/remedial course placement.

• High school students can use results for course placement at Minnesota State system of colleges
and universities or for Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) programs.

Families can use MCA or MTAS results to advocate for their student.

Questions to ask your student:
• What are your strengths in the subject and what is challenging?
• Who can you talk to at school to get help or ask a question?

Questions to ask your student’s teacher:
• How can I receive additional updates on my student’s progress?
• What services are available at school to support my student?

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/stds/
https://www.minnstate.edu/system/asa/academicaffairs/academicreadiness/mca.html?_gl=1*5dea8v*_ga*MTM2NDU4MzMzMC4xNjYwMTQ4NDYz*_ga_8K21RR7D05*MTY4NTU0NDQ5NS41LjEuMTY4NTU0ODE5Ni4wLjAuMA..
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/pseo/


Statewide Assessments Inform Minnesota’s Education Plan

Monitor Implementation  of Standards

•  The standards define the expectations for student learning and instruction.

•  Statewide assessments represent a snapshot of student learning of the standards.

•  Public schools and districts use these results as one part of their balanced and comprehensive 
assessment system.

•  Information from a district’s assessment system (classroom, district, and state assessments) 
works together to guide teaching and learning of the standards.

Prioritize Equity

• Information from a balanced and comprehensive assessment system can be used as a guide to
ensure every student receives a high-quality education, no matter their race or ZIP code.

• Statewide assessments results can be  used to look across student groups, schools and districts
to determine where there may be underlying  inequities and highlight promising  instructional
practices.

Provide Valid Results

•  Minnesota educators and community members are involved in multiple steps of test 
development and are essential partners in this work.

•  There are rigorous checks and validations of results prior to reporting.

•  Both of these ensure that statewide assessment results are a valid and reliable measure 
of learning of the standards at the time students test.

Assessments are designed to provide information about student learning, but there is no 
single assessment that can provide the full perspective of what a student has learned. These 
assessments provide one data point that should be considered in the context of additional 
evidence of student learning.

Questions?
For more information about how your school is doing in supporting student learning, visit the 
Test Achievement Levels, Test Results and Participation page under “Are students mastering 
standards?” on the Minnesota Report Card.
If you have questions about your student’s MCA or MTAS results, contact your school. If you 
have questions about Minnesota’s academic standards or assessments, contact 
mde.testing@state.mn.us.

https://education.mn.gov/MDE/fam/tests/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/balance/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/balance/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/get/advpanel/
https://rc.education.mn.gov/
mailto:mde.testing%40state.mn.us?subject=



